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CABIN REPORT
By Kathy Disney

The Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) was formed in the State of 
Washington as an active membership organization for an exclusive group of 
professionals recognized as Loadmasters.  The PLA is organized and governed by 
a duly-elected Executive Committee of past and present Loadmasters.  In March 
1997, the State of Washington issued a Certifi cate of Incorporation declaring the 
Professional Loadmaster Association a nonprofi t organization.  PLA membership 
is comprised of and limited to current and former military and civilian 
Loadmasters who have fl own as an Aircraft Loadmaster performing aircrew 
duties on transport aircraft.  A newsletter titled “The Loader” shall be published 
three times a year to inform the membership of Loadmaster participation within 
the airlift community and the association’s current & future business activities.  
The use of "The Loader" newsletter is voluntary.  Any comments, views, 
opinions, or advice expressed in this newsletter are solely the opinions of the 
individual who expresses them and should not be construed as refl ecting the 
position, views, or policy of the PLA, or its executive members.  Neither the 
PLA nor its current or former agents, members, executive members, employees, 
offi  cers or representatives shall have any liability or responsibility for any use 
of or reliance upon any comments, views, opinions or advice expressed in this 
newsletter or information gained through this newsletter, including but not limited 
to liability or responsibility for any direct or indirect omission or negligence.  
Users of this newsletter agree, in advance, to hold harmless and indemnify the 
PLA and its agents, members, executive members, employees, offi  cers and 
representatives from and against and with respect to any and all claims, damages, 
liabilities, losses and expenses, without limitation, arising from or related to any 
comments, views, opinions or advice expressed in this newsletter or information 
gained through this newsletter, and agree to the above terms in this paragraph.Cabin Report - continued on page 3
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Hey Load!!  I hope this “The Loader” 
newsletter fi nds you all well and safe.  
In this edition, I’m using the space for 
an article that possibly hits too close to 
home for many of us.  I want to thank 
Jill Coles (spouse of lifetime member 
John Coles) who wrote the PTSD article 
as part of her doctorate degree and is 
willing to share with us.  Kathy

Are you safe to fl y…In life?

Hey Load, Eng. here.  Yes, I turned up/down the fl oor 
heat.  No, I’m not asking for coff ee, thank you very much.  I 
want to talk about something sensitive - no, not the C-130 
‘rudder dance’ that pilots do when you use the honey pot…

Let’s talk about Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  
Dress right, dress left, or simply look in the mirror.  Since 
PTSD aff ects about 8% of veterans, and as high as 14-16% in 
deployed military (Moore & Penk, 2019), there is a good chance 
you know someone silently suff ering with it.  Or maybe you are 
experiencing symptoms.  As aircrew, we do/did not go to the 
fl ight doc because that meant DNIF, and a potential mental health 
record; which we both know could be career ending.  Repress 
it - stuff  it.  Today’s military has a much better understanding 
of PTSD and is proactive with treatment.  The sooner the 
symptoms are addressed, the better the long-term outcome.

When most military people think of PTSD, trauma from direct 
combat is usually suspected.  However, this is not entirely true.  
By defi nition, a person can meet the diagnostic criteria for PTSD 
by having personally experienced trauma, witnessed it, learned 
about it or the trauma was part of their job.  For aircrew, several of 
these criteria may be met.  The fi rst step is to recognize possible 
symptoms of PTSD, then to seek a qualifi ed mental health specialist 
who understands the military culture.  Symptoms of PTSD are:  
Persistent re-experiencing of the trauma (distressing, intrusive 
recollections of the event, recurring nightmares, fl ashbacks); 
increased arousal (sleep disturbances, startle response, irritability, 
hypervigilance); transient psychotic symptoms (derealization, 
illusions, hallucinations); avoidance (of discussing event or 
associating with people/places that could provoke recollections, 
general social withdrawal); numbing (feelings of emptiness, 
detachment, estrangement); associated features (major depression, 
panic attacks, substance abuse),  (Preston et al., 2017).  This is 
quite a laundry list of symptoms and frankly, many of us may 
have experienced some of them at diff erent points in our lives.  
According to Moore & Penk (2019), “Unfortunately, some 
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Cover Photograph:  Abigail Rose Dauer, Mallory Lauren 
Brown, Alyssa Marie Beebe, Ian Luke Brown and Elizabeth 
Kathryn Ratliff are the 2020 Professional Loadmaster Association 
Scholarship Award Winners.  See their biographies on page 14 
and 15.  Congratulations to all the award winners.

Cabin Report - Cont. from page 2

aspects of military culture (e.g., hypermasculinity, mental health 
concerns, being perceived as weak) may delay help seeking 
and serve as obstacles to effective processing of trauma.”

Due to the nature of being aircrew, I feel several symptoms may 
be commonly overlooked because it is inherent in the position.  
Sleep disturbances (sleep apnea, insomnia, restless leg syndrome), 
hypervigilance and startle response seem to be characteristics 
that may be common in aircrew.  Constant disruption in sleep 
patterns (including circadian rhythms), poor sleep hygiene and 
poor diet are part of the aircrew life.  Hypervigilance (scanning 
for threats, listening to multiple radios, attending to pax/cargo, 
etc.) and startle response (i.e. C-141 inflight compressor stall!) 
are essential to maintain aircrew effectiveness.  After retiring 
or separating, experiencing detachment and emptiness while 
adjusting to civilian life is also normal.  PTSD is subdivided 
into the following clinical presentations: Acute (duration of 
symptoms is less than three months) or chronic (duration 
of symptoms is more than three months).  Additionally, two 
versions of PTSD are seen:  Acute onset (the traumatic event 
has recently occurred) and delayed onset (the onset of severe 
symptoms occurs at least six months after the traumatic event).

When seen by a mental health provider experienced in treating 
PTSD in the veteran population, there are several screening 
checklists (yes, checklists!) that can assess symptoms.  The Veterans 
Administration recommends the “PTSD Checklist for DSM-5 
(PCL-5)” which is based upon the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
for Mental Disorders (DSM-5), (Veterans Administration, 2020).  
This is a 20-question survey that can screen individuals for PTSD, 
make a provisional diagnosis, and monitor symptom change during 
and after treatment.  Another assessment tool is the “Life Events 
Checklist for DSM-5 (LEC-5)” (more checklist discipline), which 
evaluates lifetime exposure to 16 potentially traumatic events and 
the nature of their exposure.  After a screening tool is used, a mental 
health professional may use a more structured clinical interview 
such as the “Clinician-Administered PTSD Scale (CAPS-5).”

The obvious barrier to seeking help is the stigma attached 
to diagnosis and treatment.  If your child, spouse or parent 
were ill, would you refuse to get them help?  Most people I 
know treat their pet’s health and safety with higher regard than 
their own.  If you think you may be experiencing symptoms 
of PTSD, I urge you to seek help.  Mental health treatment is 
no different than pre or post flight checks, it ensures the long-
term system integrity - in this case, the system is you and your 
brain.  Next time, we’ll discuss possible treatment options.

If you would like more information on the symptoms and 
treatment options for PTSD, or to find a therapist, please visit the 
VA’s National Center for PTSD at www.ptsd.va.gov.  If you or 
anyone you know are having suicidal thoughts, call the VA suicide 
help line at 800-273-8255, 911, or go to the nearest emergency 
room.  Take care of yourself, Jill Coles (Psychology doctoral 

student and wife of an awesome Loadmaster).  References:
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A T-TAIL LOAD by TJ Allen (C-141A/B 
Loadmaster)

The alarm rings aloud late at night, it’s time for the flight
It’s out the door with B-4 and book bag in hand
Remembering why it’s called the midnight air command

Bleary eyed through the crew brief only half awake
Until the Engineer tells of the Per-Diem we'll make

I order the lunches and give ATOC a call
Along with a crew bus for us all

On the ramp our T-Tail awaits--and with Air Freight too
Just-a-waitin on the crew

But coming through the crew door there is a smell so rotten
It’s the crew latrine, which had been forgotten

The request goes out--we need that Turd-Herder in route!
The situation is really grim, the damn thing is filled to the brim!

With Pre-Flight well under way, it’s time for the questions to come 
my way
“Hey Load--ready for your cargo yet?”
“No” I yell in a fret -- “The rails and rollers and such I haven’t 
even touched”

It’s “Hey Load” this, and “Hey Load” that,
Fleet’s out front with the crew and Pax meals too
along with Pax service and their baggage too
And now comes the AC asking if the time is near

East Coast Vice President
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“The Loader” Editor

Treasurer Report
Chris Dockery, Treasurer - As of June 15, 2020 the Professional 
Loadmaster Association has a total of $2,256.89 in checking 
and $21,770.15 in savings.  Total Assets $24,027.04

Bill Weeper, “The Loader” Editor - With the COVID-19 pandemic 
still around, there have basically been no chapter meetings.  In this 
issue instead of the usual chapter reports, I have asked Chapter 
Presidents, Executive Committee members, and others to write 
about why they decided to join the Professional Loadmaster 

Secretary

For the pax to get out here
But it’s really an On-Time Takeoff that he wants so dear.

But this Load is Gonna do it right!
You never know who might jump on tonight

With tape measure in hand I grab an Airfreight man
“My Dash 9 says more chains on this crate and that can”

Sweat on my brow and Pax to Load and Brief
There’s just no time for relief!

I finally strap in on my red canvass seat
With my box lunch secured between my feet

With Line-up check complete, it’s down the runway with a roar
It’s seems to take forever before we can soar

Then its “Go” and “Rotate” and were climbing into the midnight 
blue
“I guess this means my Form F is alright too”

We'll go half way round the world on this here trip
Sometimes in crew rest we'll let-er-rip,
but come alert we'll drag our bags from some top floor
And we'll continue to fly for more!

NEW MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE:  The membership 
voted to bring back the One Year membership at the Tacoma 
Gathering of Loads.  New rates:  One Year $25.00, Three 
Years $50.00, Ten Years $150.00 and Lifetime $250.00.

RENEWAL NOTICE:  PLEASE RESPOND TO YOUR 
ELECTRONIC OR MAILED LETTER if you desire to remain an 
active member and continue receiving “The Loader” newsletter.  
There are only two ways to join or renew membership and 
that is by mail to the P.O. Box or online.  If you renew by mail 
PLEASE DO NOT send your renewal to the Secretary’s home 
address in Iowa, it will be delayed.  I have to forward it to the 
PLA P.O. Box so it can be deposited in the account.  You may 
also pay online thru the PLA website, when paying print and save 
your receipt to confirm your payment if a question should arise.

ELECTRONIC “THE LOADER:”  Thank you to the 136 stateside 
and 7 overseas members, who have agreed to accept “The Loader” 
electronically.  You have saved the association postage costs.

MOVING?  IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO MOVE OR 
TRANSFER, PLEASE SEND US YOUR CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS AND NEW CONTACT INFORMATION AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE.  We cannot get your “The Loader” newsletter to 
you or make contact if we don’t know where you are.  Send an 
e-mail to buildsmall2@mac.com or thru www.loadmasters.com at 
the CONTACT US link or (319) 936-2154.  Remember to speak 
slowly and distinctly, so we can copy your information down.

DECEASED LOADMASTERS:  If you suspect or 
know that a PLA member or a non–member Loadmaster 
has passed, please contact the secretary, buildsmall2@
mac.com, and the necessary action will be taken.

FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION NEEDED:  The PLA 
Secretary is seeking information on the following deceased 
members.  We need permission to name a scholarship after 
them, but don’t have any information to locate the next of 
kin (mailing address, telephone number, email address, etc).  
CHARLES E. BUCHER (Michael P. Lutzko), *RODNEY 
E. CLAPPER (Alabama), *DONALD J. FLAVIN (Michael 
P. Lutzko), CLAUDE “FRENCHY” FERRAND (Michael P. 
Lutzko), *ELMORE JACKSON (Southeast), *ROBERT C. 
JOHNSON (Indiana), *EDWARD R. MEZA (Alamo), ROBERT 
C. RODEMEYER (Golden West).  If anyone has any contact 
information please contact the secretary at buildsmall2@mac.com.
A huge THANK YOU to HOWARD BERG for finding the 
son of JOHN EDWARD GROOMS, SR. (11 Jan 2003), 
I have been searching for a NOK since September 2012.

PLA MEMBERSHIP AS OF June 1, 2020
TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERS:  926  (11 Lost Loadmasters)

LOST LOAD CANDIDATES:  If your “The Loader” newsletter is 
returned to the association by the Post Office, for whatever reason, 
they charge the PLA for the return.  When trying to contact you for 
new information, and find your phone is no longer in service and 
you also have a bad e-mail address, YOU WILL BE PLACED 
ON THE LOST LOAD LISTING.  LOST LOADS ( 11 ):  If 
you know any of these Lost Loads please contact us or have them 
contact us with their current contact information.  They are all Life 
Members - Last address, month and year when they became lost:

*Branski, John L. Tacoma, WA  Nov 2011
*Clay, Christopher S. Arlington, VA  Nov 2011
*Downey, Daniel  Abilene, TX  Jul 2012
*Knight, Josh  Fort Mill, SC  Nov 2016
*Kubik, Donald B. Warner Robins, GA Mar 2016
*Langenstein, Jack L. Summerville, SC  Jul 2014 
*Lewis, James  Palmdale, CA  Jul 2016
*Piasecki, Michael L. Lake City, FL  Jul 2016
*Strader, Tony E. APO AE   Nov 2011
*Taff, Brendan G. Rio Ranch, NM  Mar 2019
*Terrell, David L. APO AE   Nov 2015



Volume 23 Issue 2 Page 5Task Force 1 & The Airline Professional Loadmaster Series

Treasurer Report

Bill Weeper, “The Loader” Editor - With the COVID-19 pandemic 
still around, there have basically been no chapter meetings.  In this 
issue instead of the usual chapter reports, I have asked Chapter 
Presidents, Executive Committee members, and others to write 
about why they decided to join the Professional Loadmaster 

Task Force 1
Task Force 1, Doug Gardiner - Bill Weeper has asked some 
interesting questions and I will respond to one.  Which is the 
same question Kathy Disney (and others) have asked since the last 
Gathering of Load’s convention.  It is framed on the essence of 
‘why are you a member of the Professional Loadmaster Association 
(PLA?)’  The question is asked in many forms and comes from a 
lot of diff erent agendas.  My reasons for joining started a long 
time ago.  I learned the importance of belonging to organizations 
where I could learn from others and support others.  I am a member 
of the Air Force Association, Air Force Sergeants Association, 
American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, and other military organizations because I feel a 
group can make a diff erence in individual lives.  I have also joined 
a number of civilian organizations I believe bond people together 
for the good of humankind.  The PLA is at the root of my stock 
and trade and I am a life member because it has been my livelihood 
for almost 40 years.  I have met awesome people, and I want to 
maintain contact with many of them.  I have been given fantastic 
opportunities and I want to see young Loadmasters given even 
better opportunities.  I feel the PLA is an organization that can 
help Loadmasters.  We have scholarships, we have chapters taking 
on local service projects, we have donated to community causes 
helping people around us, and we have taken steps to remember 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifi ce.  I see the PLA on 
a trajectory to impact US history in profound ways.  Airlift is 
growing and opportunities are plentiful.  The PLA is an outstanding 
organization where people with common backgrounds can get to 
know each other, support each other, and learn from each other.  
I see the PLA as a professional organization, with professional 
networks, knowing professional people, and helping people use 
their craft and skills to better our nation and the world.  There are 
many professional associations the nation turns to for expertise 
and the PLA is no exception.  We have incredible resources to 
help our nation airlift whatever is required to go anywhere!

The Airline Professional Loadmaster Series

The Airline Professional Loadmaster: The Best of Both Worlds

Dave Bell and Karl Hinkamp are pleased to introduce Jim 
McNellis as our guest columnist for this issue of The Airline 
Professional Loadmaster.  Jim is a former C-130 Loadmaster and 
KC-135 Boom Operator, as well as a commercial DC-8 and B-767 
Loadmaster.  He’s currently the Global Cargo & Ground Operations 
Manager/Chief Loadmaster at Air Transport International (ATI).  
ATI holds an FAA Part 121 Air Carrier Certifi cate and numerous 
charter and scheduled passenger and cargo certifi cates issued by 
the US DOT for worldwide and domestic operations.  We sincerely 
thank Jim for his contribution to this edition of “The Loader.”

Have you ever wondered if there is a civilian equivalent to the job 
you performed in the military?  I used to think that all the time and one 
day I found that reality when I joined (2003 - 2004) the Professional 
Loadmaster Association (PLA) and saw a job opening for a 
commercial Loadmaster.  The position was for a DC-8 Loadmaster.  
I actually had to research what type of aircraft that was as I had 
never heard of one before.  The position was with Air Transport 
International (ATI), headquartered in Little Rock, Arkansas, and 
with its operations in Toledo, Ohio.  My decision to apply and 
interview would prove to be one of my greatest life decisions ever.

When I joined ATI in 2003, I was the only Loadmaster for the 
airline (that’s right, just me) and they kept me very busy.  I had just 
returned from my fi rst deployment as a C-130 Loadmaster in the Air 
National Guard (ANG) during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  It would 
prove to be very challenging to balance both jobs because of the ops 
tempo with ATI and the military.  I found many similarities in the 
jobs, but also many vast diff erences; one of them being Loadmaster 
crew rest, which was (and still is) virtually non-existent for 
commercial Loadmasters.  It defi nitely took some getting used to.

A few years later the Base Realignment And Closure Commission 
closed my ANG unit in Mansfi eld, Ohio; so I opted to become 
a KC-135 Boom Operator at Rickenbacker Air Force Base, 
Ohio, for the last several years of my military career prior to 
retiring in 2017.  While I miss the people and fl ying in the 
military, my current job as Global Cargo & Ground Operations 
Manager/Chief Loadmaster keeps me busier than ever.

Since joining ATI in 2003, the rules for transporting cargo by air 
have changed dramatically in the interest of safety.  Back in my 
DC-8 days, the mentality was if it fi ts, it ships.  For example, we 
routinely transported live animals such as race horses to and from 
Europe, Kentucky and the Middle East, and Alpacas and wild 
monkeys to other global locations.  One of my favorite trips ever
was when I fl ew a charter for Sea World with none other than Mr. 
Dave Bell (at that time ATI’s Chief Loadmaster and Manager of 

Association (PLA), or, why a young airman or retiree should join 
the organization.  I also asked them to highlight a chapter member, 
or if they had any old war stories or current COVID-19 mission’s 
to write about them.  Continuing the civilian Loadmaster series, 
guest columnist Jim McNellis presents “The Airline Professional 
Loadmaster: Best of Both Worlds.”  Doug Gardiner provided an 
excellent article about “Why are you a member of the PLA?  Karl 
Hinkamp provided a book review of Michael Salazar’s “Drop 
Zone.”  I would like to thank MASSIF, Loadmaster Tool Kit (Larry 
Crain) and Meathead Ed’s Food Truck (Kyle and Kathy Disney) 
again for being sponsors of the PLA.  This issue features the 2020 
PLA Scholarship Award winners and we would like to thank 
USAA for sponsoring the Bill Cannon Scholarship.  For those 
of you who know anyone who would like to be a sponsor of the 
PLA and/or “The Loader” please have them get in touch with me 
at weeperjr@satx.rr.com.  I will be happy to send them a Media/
Press Kit.  We can acknowledge the sponsor’s company in “The 
Loader” with their name, company logo, and contact information.  
A full page acknowledgement is $500.00, a 1/2 page is $250.00, 
a 1/4 page is $125.00, and a Business Card size is $100.00.
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First State Chapter

Daniel Denman, Bill Cannon Chapter Vice President - This 
has been an extremely busy time for the active duty members 
of the Bill Cannon Chapter.  Not only have there been public 
gathering restrictions up until about a week ago, but there has 
also been a huge strain on us due to the teleworking demand.  
We have elected not to hold meetings this quarter.  We may 
be able to start something up once public gatherings become 
acceptable and there is less of a risk of contracting COVID-19.

Bill Cannon Chapter

First State Chapter President, Keo Khamone.  I have been many 
things throughout my 35 years of living.  Fortunately, almost half 
of my life, I have been granted the opportunity to be a Loadmaster.  
I have loved every second of it and wish that those entering the 
Air Force look into being a Loadmaster.  This isn’t just a job, it’s a 
lifestyle and a damn good one to have.  Being President of the First 
State Chapter has been a little challenging.  Luckily, I have a good 
team of officers with me.  I wanted this position and the opportunity 
to help bring back the Loadmaster camaraderie and pride in the 
job.  Being here at Dover AFB, it is great to see a little rivalry 
between the C-5 and C-17 squadrons.  I joined the Professional 

Loadmaster Association to bring Loadmasters of the First State 
PLA Chapter together as one big Loadmaster family.  We haven’t 
had too many gatherings, but now that COVID restrictions are 
lessening, we foresee a bright summer ahead of us.

the Aircraft Ground Services Department).  On this flight from Sea 
World in San Diego to their parks in San Antonio and Orlando, we 
carried a commercial pallet stacked with exotic birds, a sea lion, 6 
dolphins, 12 penguins on ice, and a Beluga whale.  What a trip that 
was!  It came with extra perks of going behind the scenes at Sea 
World to check out the animals and transport containers we’d be 
using the next day.  A lot of pre-coordination went into making that 
trip a success.  Other charters we’ve operated have been with the 
Special Ops community, State Department, US Treasury, and DOD.

After being acquired by Air Transport Services Group (ATSG) in 
2012, our headquarters moved from Little Rock to Wilmington, 
Ohio.  Currently our fleet consists of four 757-200 combination 
pax/cargo (a.k.a. “Combi”) aircraft, and twenty-seven 767-200 & 
300 series aircraft.  All but two of our 767’s operate for Amazon 
Prime throughout the United States.  Our 757’s operate for AMC 
out of multiple Air Force bases on the East and West coast to 
several overseas locations on a weekly basis.  Just recently, 
ATSG was awarded twelve more 767-300’s for Amazon, which 
will most likely be assigned to ATI.  Due to our growth over 
the last several years, I was able to add additional Loadmasters 
to our team, bringing that number to nineteen employed 
Loadmasters, twelve contracted AMC Planeside Reps, and 197 
Amazon Planeside Reps, plus over 12,000 ground handlers 
throughout the Amazon Prime Network.  These numbers are 
projected to grow significantly throughout this year and into 2021.

If any Loadmasters are looking to continue their careers in the 
commercial side of aviation, I encourage you to look at job postings 
with cargo airlines, aircraft ground handlers, and companies 
like Amazon.  They are creating thousands of jobs around the 
country from load-planning to safety and management jobs.  
You are bound to find something that might pique your interest.
Finally, working for ATI as a Loadmaster has allowed me 
to see all parts of the world for which I will be forever 
grateful.  I’m especially grateful to Dave Bell who afforded 
me this great opportunity in 2003.  If I can be of any help to a 

PLA member, please reach out to me at james.mcnellis@
airtranint.com; I would be glad to assist in any way possible.

Jim McNellis during transportation of exotic animals from San Diego to San 
Antonio and Orlando

Drop Zone, a fictional thriller written by HC-130 Loadmaster 
Michael Salazar, guides the reader through several increasingly 
secret layers of the Special Operations world through the eyes 
of Master Sergeant Jason Johnson.  Johnson is a PJ, a Pararescue 
Specialist, assigned to Patrick Air Force Base, Florida, as the 
leader of Blue Team of the NASA Rescue component.  Johnson 
also suffers from recurring nightmares that affect his performance 
and shake his confidence.  Jason’s best friend, Mac Rio, a 
womanizing Loadmaster whose house is “decorated in Early 
American Mobility Airlift Command,” tries to guide Jason back 
to his confident self.  However, Jason is plucked from Blue Team 
as a “by-name request” to an elite, deep-black organization called 
The Doors. When Jason arrives at The Doors, it is clear that he 
is an unwanted intruder—an outsider who has not paid his dues.  
Nobody knows who requested him or why.  Code-named “Alice,” 
he is partnered with “Froto,” a Marine who always works alone.  
Their mission is to bring back physical evidence from Bosnia that 
B6B, a new biological nerve agent, is being used in genocide.  B6B 
has an extremely short half-life.  Alice and Froto have only twenty 
hours to parachute into Bosnia, obtain soil samples from a soccer 
field used as a mass grave and egress.  A lightning strike on their 
aircraft hampers navigation to the drop zone; and unbeknownst 
to The Doors, NATO moves up an F-16 airstrike by hours, 
putting the lives of the operatives as well as the entire mission 
in jeopardy.  In spots, the story edges toward the melodramatic, 
but Mr. Salazar’s writing is vivid, and the action sequences tense, 
making the reader keep turning the page.  Published in 2000, 
Drop Zone touches on the First Gulf War, the 1990 earthquake 
in The Philippines and the military hardware of the era. But 
questions remain.  Who requested Jason Johnson?  What is, and 
who are, The Brothers of Death?  Review by Karl Hinkamp

Book Review: Drop Zone

Mobility Command started having a “hard crew” initiative, which 
directed the same crew will fly together for every mission and 
upon returning, have a 14 day isolation period before being able to 
fly again.  This posed many challenges for MSgt Fay, as the Flight 
Chief of One-Stop.  He was losing people left and right to flying and 
having to isolate for 14 days.  AMC also directed aircrews to have 
a COVID-19 PPE fly away kits, including medical supplies that 
were very hard to accumulate during the time and provide MRE’s 
for crews to utilize, if meals/snacks were not available to crew’s at 
enroute locations.  His hard work on One-Stop and Loadmastering on 
the road greatly impacted day to day operations here at Dover AFB.

Benjamin Fay in front of a C-5
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First State Chapter
First State Chapter President, Keo Khamone.  I have been many 
things throughout my 35 years of living.  Fortunately, almost half 
of my life, I have been granted the opportunity to be a Loadmaster.  
I have loved every second of it and wish that those entering the 
Air Force look into being a Loadmaster.  This isn’t just a job, it’s a 
lifestyle and a damn good one to have.  Being President of the First 
State Chapter has been a little challenging.  Luckily, I have a good 
team of officers with me.  I wanted this position and the opportunity 
to help bring back the Loadmaster camaraderie and pride in the 
job.  Being here at Dover AFB, it is great to see a little rivalry 
between the C-5 and C-17 squadrons.  I joined the Professional 

Loadmaster Association to bring Loadmasters of the First State 
PLA Chapter together as one big Loadmaster family.  We haven’t 
had too many gatherings, but now that COVID restrictions are 
lessening, we foresee a bright summer ahead of us.

Golden West Chapter
Golden West Chapter Member, Nicole McBrearty - The Golden 
West Chapter has decided like some of the other chapters, to hold 
off meetings for a bit.  We are working on doing a Zoom meeting 
so that we can check in.  We had a great BBQ planned for April, 
but postponed that as well.  Like most of you, we are just being 
cautious for the health and safety of all our members.  Hopefully 
we can get some events back on the calendar soon.  We would 
like some input on continuing to hold the 2021 Gathering of the 
Loads next summer.  How does everyone feel, and would you be 
comfortable attending?  We have been in touch with the hotel and 
are working on renegotiating the contract to give us more leniency 
in the event we do cancel or postpone until 2022.  Our next payment 
was due in July for $2500.00, but we will ask that to be waived 
as well.  We would like to highlight our chapter member, Phillip 
Ensley.  SrA Ensley is one of our newer Loadmasters at the 729th, 
and we are happy to have him being an active part of the Golden 
West Chapter.  Phillip stepped up to be our Treasurer this year, and 
has been doing a great job getting us set up for success.  He also 
had offered the use of his hanger at Redlands Airport to host our 
BBQ, which I think we were all excited to attend.  Hopefully, we 
get to do that one day soon.  We are glad to have him and thankful 
for his work and volunteerism.  Last thing we want to mention, 
and I’m sure this will be mentioned elsewhere, The dedication 
of the March Air Field Museum, C-141 Memorial Bench.  It will 
be June 20, 2020 at 1000 and it’s open to the public, so all are 
welcome if you are in the area.  If you have questions or need 
more info contact Woodie Hall, CMSgt, USAF, Retired.  He is the 
57th Alumni Association President.  His number is (239) 850-1758.  
The Golden West Chapter (those of us who can make it) will be 
there to show support.  We wish everyone good health and hope we 
meet again soon!  Load Clear!

I would like to highlight one 
of Dover AFB greatest assets, 
MSgt Benn Fay.  He has really 
been the backbone of the First 
State Chapter and got things 
moving in the right direction.  
He has turned Dover One-
Stop into the pinnacle one-
stop location throughout the 
Air Force, setting the bar for 
how operations should be run 
to get aircrews out on the jet 
as quickly as possible to start 
mission pre-flights.  He has 
managed the scheduling of 
personnel immaculately during 
COVID-19 operations.  Air 

Mobility Command started having a “hard crew” initiative, which 
directed the same crew will fly together for every mission and 
upon returning, have a 14 day isolation period before being able to 
fly again.  This posed many challenges for MSgt Fay, as the Flight 
Chief of One-Stop.  He was losing people left and right to flying and 
having to isolate for 14 days.  AMC also directed aircrews to have 
a COVID-19 PPE fly away kits, including medical supplies that 
were very hard to accumulate during the time and provide MRE’s 
for crews to utilize, if meals/snacks were not available to crew’s at 
enroute locations.  His hard work on One-Stop and Loadmastering on 
the road greatly impacted day to day operations here at Dover AFB.

Keo Khamone & Family

Benjamin Fay, First State PLA Secretary. - Wow!  Thanks Keo!  I 
have been flying since 1996 and I thought I had seen everything 
until the Covid crisis happened.  One-Stop did become a focal point 
for aircrew protection overnight.  During these teleconferences, I 
pointed out that it is impossible to social distance while pushing 
a 10,000 pound pallet and that our ground times do not allow 

Benjamin Fay in front of a C-5

you to “take it easy.”  This operational knowledge was critical to 
making sure we had the right personal protection equipment and 
an adequate supply of it.  Additionally, I got 120 hours of flying in 
the last 90 days flying missions, this allowed me to bring feedback 
to make sure our Covid Ops were effective.

I am MSgt Jordan Rayman and have been a Loadmaster since I 
joined in 2009.  There are many Air Force and military related 
organizations that I could have joined but I wasn’t interested in.  
Other flying organizations are more pilot focused.  I joined the 
Professional Loadmaster Association to be a part of an organization 
that is strictly for Loadmasters and to be part of an organization 
where we could share our flying stories (often times exaggerated) 
and the camaraderie with other Loadmasters even if they are from 
the C-5 and don’t get to take off that often.

Since Delaware is loosening its mass gathering restrictions, 
our next meeting for the First State Chapter is long overdue.  
Tentatively speaking, we are looking at July 23, 2020 at 1630 in the 
512th OG heritage room, 270 Liberty Way, Dover AFB.  But stay 
tuned to our Facebook Page - First State Professional Loadmaster 
Association for updates!



Volume 23 Issue 2Page 8 MASSIF Sponsor



Volume 23 Issue 2 Volume 23 Issue 2 Page 9Loadmaster Tool Kit, Meathead Ed's & USAA Sponsors

Sponsor of the Professional Loadmater Association
Bill Cannon Scholarship Award



Volume 23 Issue 2Page 10 Chapter Reports

Liberty Chapter Member, David Tellers, CMSgt (Ret) - Hello 
fellow Loadmasters.  I hope that you and your families are doing 
well.  I have been asked to provide input for “The Loader” covering 
my time as a Loadmaster and also my involvement and thoughts 
concerning the PLA.

Part I - I was raised on a farm about 30 miles from the Twin Cities 
and entered the Air Force shortly after graduation from high school 
in 1965.  At the time, a lot of young men were being drafted into 
the military because of the buildup of forces in Vietnam.  I had no 
idea when I enlisted the career field I would be going into.  During 
basic training, our flight marched to a building for a briefing on 
the career fields that were available to train into which included 
Aircraft Loadmaster.  After completing basic training and passing 
a Flight Physical and Physiological Training, I was on my way to 
Sheppard AFB to attend Loadmaster Technical Training.  Upon 
graduation, most of those in my class went to bases that had either 
C-124, C-130, or C-133 aircraft.  I received an assignment to 
Lockbourne AFB in Columbus, Ohio and was assigned to the 40th 
Troop Carrier Squadron, a C-130A unit in Tactical Air Command 
(TAC).  After a short Field Training Detachment (FTD) C-130A 
orientation course and 3 months of flying, I became a fully combat 
qualified C-130A Loadmaster which included both Airland and 
Airdrop qualifications.  I spent much of my first enlistment deployed 

overseas on 90 day unit rotations to Evreux AB, France and 
Mildenhall RAF, England; Rhein Main AB, Germany; and Howard 
AFB, Panama.  Between deployments overseas I participated in 
several TAC support missions, training missions for the 82nd and 
101st Airborne Divisions, support for the Army Golden Knights 
and Air Force Thunderbirds demonstration teams, and various 
exercises.  One particular mission was to ferry an aircraft from 
Greenville, Texas to Naha AB, Okinawa.  Things got interesting on 
the leg between Wake Island and Guam when an engine problem, 
followed by changes in wind direction and velocity at altitude (not 
forecasted), caused major fuel concerns on whether or not we had 
sufficient fuel to reach our destination.  After much deliberation, 
the Pilot initiated the Prepare for Ditching Checklist.  Fortunately, 
the winds became more favorable as we proceeded toward our 
destination.  With very little fuel remaining the Pilot declared an 
emergency, configured the aircraft, and landed with 3 engines 
at Anderson AFB.  Shortly after landing while taxiing, erratic 
engine instrument gauges along with an array of warning lights 
and other abnormal conditions, resulted in the pilot shutting down 
the engines and having the aircraft towed.  The flight was like a 
training scenario presented in the classroom or simulator.  After 
a lengthy stay in Guam we finally delivered the aircraft to Naha.
     After reenlisting in 1969, I was assigned to the 36th Tactical 
Airlift Squadron at Langley AFB, VA flying on C-130E aircraft.  
The E model seemed like a Cadillac compared to the A.  Shortly 

Liberty Chapter

March Airfield Museum, C-141 Memorial Bench Dedication, June 20, 2020 - Loadmasters L-R: Dave Saucier, Jim Bardaro, Craig Johnson, Paul Pfeifer, Doug Van Beuge, 
Mike Welch, (Dave  "Super Dave" Brown with hat unseen directly behind Mike), Kevin Perdue, Roy White, Karl Tolp,  John Kucherer, Norm Swanson, Steve Clark

David Tellers at McGuire AFB NJ



Volume 23 Issue 2 Page 11Chapter Reports
after conversion training, I went on a 90-day unit deployment to 
Rhein Main AB, Germany.  Within a few weeks after arriving 
back at Langley, I received orders for Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam.  
This assignment meant switching to the C-123K aircraft with 
training conducted back at Lockbourne AFB.  Enroute to Vietnam 
I attended Jungle Survival Training at Clark AB in the Philippines.

     At Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam, I was assigned to the 19th TAS, a 
unit of the 315th TAW and the Pacifi c Air Force.  We kept very busy 
fl ying to various bases and outposts throughout South Vietnam, 
mainly in III and IV Corps.  During the last part of my tour I was 
assigned with the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam for the 
purpose of advising and training Vietnamese Air Force C-123K 
Loadmasters as part of the Vietnamization Program under President 
Nixon.  Our unit was the fi rst to turn over C-123K aircraft to the 
Vietnamese Air Force.  I ended my year tour with 704 combat 
hours and 852 combat sorties.  I encountered only one bad landing 
causing the nose gear to collapse.  During one month in late 1970, 
I fl ew 103.4 hours and 133 sorties.  Thank goodness I was young 
at the time.  Admittedly, I moved a little faster than I do now.

David Tellers in front of a C-123

     I spent the rest of my Air Force career fl ying on the C-141A/B 
aircraft with the 18th MAS (Blue Diamonds), 438th MAW 
Standardization and Evaluation, and 21st AF Standardization and 
Evaluation at McGuire AFB, NJ before retiring in 1989.  Some 

David Tellers at McGuire AFB NJ

of my most memorable missions while at McGuire include 
Operation New Life, Operation Deep Freeze (Christchurch, 
New Zealand and McMurdo Sound, Antarctica), and a very 
nice trip to Moscow, Russia which included a lot of sightseeing.
     After retiring from the Air Force, I spent the next 22 years 
as both a C-141 and C-17 Aircrew Training System (ATS) 
Loadmaster Instructor with Hughes, Flight Safety, L-3 
Communication and Boeing.  It gave me great pleasure teaching 
crewmembers, both Active Duty and Reserve.  I fi nally retired 
in 2011 after more than 45 years performing Loadmaster related 
duties.  In looking back, my time spent as a Loadmaster was 
truly rewarding.  The many experiences, diff erent assignments, 
all the traveling (over 60 countries), education, and the friends 
that I made (Friendship through Airlift) were all important in my 
development.  Being promoted to Chief Master Sergeant during 
my career was an honor as well as serving with so many dedicated 
and professional Loadmasters.  It was a great ride for a farm boy!

Part II - I’m a member of the Professional Loadmaster Association 
(PLA) and belong to the Liberty Chapter.  I enjoy the friendship 
and camaraderie of other Loadmasters.  Along with attending 
Chapter meetings and functions, I enjoy reading the quarterly 
“The Loader” newsletter.  It keeps me abreast of what’s going on 
at the National level and at the diff erent Chapters.  The articles 
help to keep me informed not only of the past and present, but 
also future developments in both military and civilian aviation 
involving Loadmasters.  The photos and layout of the newsletter 
complement each issue.  The editor (Bill Weeper), article 
contributors, advertisers, and others who assist in making this a 
fi rst-class publication are to be commended.
     The McGuire Liberty Chapter has a history of strong leadership, 
doing things for others and in raising awareness of the contributions 
of the PLA.  Our President Mike Kent, along with East Coast VP 
Kent Brown and other Chapter members are always looking for 
things to be involved in.  Most events lately have been on hold 
or cancelled because of COVID-19.  The Air Show scheduled for 
May was cancelled.  Our Chapter had plans for raising money 
during this 2 day event.  The money we raise at diff erent events 
help fund charity programs such as the Polar Bear Plunge and the 
Honor Flight and also helps support Christmas and other social 
gatherings.  The annual Honor Flight event scheduled for June 
was also cancelled.   In previous years, along with making a 
monetary donation to the Honor Flight, our Chapter members have 
assisted in serving meals, helped with registration, and escorted 
veterans of WW II, Korea, and Vietnam to see the memorials in 
Washington DC.  Honor Flight is a national organization with 
chapters throughout the United States.  Over the past several 
years, JP Salisbury and his wife Barb have hosted Christmas and 
summer socials for PLA members and guests.  The Christmas 
social includes donating presents purchased by PLA attendees that 
go to Toys for Tots or similar organizations.  We also maintain the 
McGuire C-141 Memorial Park at Joint Base MDL.  Hopefully, our 
Chapter members and guests will still be able to take the planned 
trip to visit the AMC Museum at Dover sometime this summer.
     I feel that PLA sponsored initiatives and ongoing programs such 
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Trailblazer Chapter President, Jayne Alexander - Hello from the 
Trailblazers!  It’s been one crazy year, already, and we’re only 
6 months in!!  The Trailblazers haven’t had a meeting due to 
COVID-19 since February, and we’re hoping to get back together 
soon.  As far as flying, the C-17 schoolhouse hasn’t skipped a 
beat.  We’ve continued to fly throughout the pandemic, supporting 
the needs of the MAF with training each and every student that 
crosses through the gate.  While some of the day to day office work 
was set down for a later date, we had many members masking up 
and ensuring that what needed to be done got done.  With that, 
over the last quarter we flew over 2,000 hours and graduated 
64 Loadmaster students across 4 formal training courses.  The 
“old” building 164 has finished it’s remodel and most of the 
rooms have been relocated.  They took it down to the exterior 
walls only and completely remodeled the interior, moving the 
entire command section, auditorium, locker rooms, and added 
an incredible number of briefing rooms.  We’re all moved in and 
happy to be home again where we belong.  Our usual fundraisers 
were either canceled or postponed so we’re trying to come up with 
new plans for fundraising and we’re also hoping to re-start our 
monthly meetings and hold elections for new officers. Until then, 
we’re doing what we can to check up on our members and keep 
our chapter running through this tough time.  Looking forward 
to things getting back to normal and enjoying our Trailblazers 
company when we can resume meetings again.  Our current chapter 
officers are President, Jayne Alexander; Vice President: Richard 
Willey; Treasurers Caleb Alexander and Charles Hutchison; 
and Secretaries Francis Camejo and Doug Gardner.  VR, Jayne

Trailblazers Chapter

Parker-Aguillon-Payne Chapter
Mark Raymond, Parker-Aguillon-Payne Chapter President - 
We continue to extend our support and help to the Golden West 
Chapter as they plan the “2021 Gathering of Loads” in Southern 
California or the location they may choose.  We would also like 
to reach out to other chapters to help provide support for their 
chapter as they may need.  These days have been tough on our 
chapter, not having monthly meetings.  We have prided ourselves 
in our continuing monthly meetings up to this point, and have 
cancelled very few.  I continue to try and keep in contact with all 
are local members, the best I can.  Hopefully in the next couple of 
months we can get back together.  Our annual American Cancer 
Society “Relay for Life” which we support has been cancelled.  
Nevertheless, our own Gabe Escamilla, team captain, continues 
to participate with the local organizers to keep us up-to-date 
and were we are going.  Unfortunately, the Sonoma Raceway 
NASCAR has cancelled and NHRA event has been postponed.  
The Raceway has been a great source of revenue for our chapter to 
support our annual scholarship and Christmas Party.  As I always 
do in this newsletter I want to thank all those loyal members who 
have continued to support our local chapter since 1998.  A great 
tribute to those members who continue to support our chapter.  We 
have been having our monthly meetings the first Tuesday of each 
month at Delta Breeze Club (NCO Club) and hope to continue 
those meetings soon.  If you have any question, please email 
me at mark.raymond@att.net or mark.raymond@kc10ts.com.

The Rock Chapter
Levi Sortomme, the Rock Chapter Vice President - Greetings 
from The Rock Chapter.  Summer is upon us here in Arkansas and 
the sweltering heat along with soup like humidity brings us heat 
indexes reminiscent of many of our far away deployments.  During 
these uncertain and unfamiliar times, we are currently living in, 
many of our summer plans to cool down with a lakeside vacation 
or a cool mountain getaway have been put on hold or rescheduled.  

as individual recognition, scholarships, the Gathering of Loads 
convention and Chapter gatherings are important tools and help 
in promoting the core values and benefits of PLA membership.  
In my opinion, one of the biggest challenges facing the PLA is 
finding effective ways to encourage younger Loadmasters to attend 
meetings and participate in Chapter activities.  We want their ideas 
and welcome their fresh outlook and enthusiasm.  To carry on the 
legacy of Bill Cannon and the many others who have worked so hard 
to make the PLA a success we need their involvement and feedback.
     Finally, I want to thank the PLA President Kathy Disney 
and others on the Executive Committee, PLA Advisors, and 
all the Chapter Officers for their professionalism and hard 
work.  You can all be proud that through your efforts the 
PLA continues to be a great organization for Loadmasters.

     Note:  For his service in Vietnam, in addition to the 
medals normally received for serving in Vietnam, CMSgt 
Tellers was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 4 Air 
Medals and the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with 
Palm.  He and his wife reside in Browns Mills, NJ and 
are both active in the Ft Dix Chapel on Joint Base MDL.

Our own Rock Chapter annual golf tournament was not immune 
to this either and has been rescheduled tentatively for August.  
Additionally, our in-person chapter meetings have been postponed 
and information on our electronic meetings will be emailed out 
to our local members as they are scheduled.  Throughout all of 
the chaos, members of our chapter have still been able to do great 
things for each other and for our community.  To honor our deceased 
vets, hundreds of flags were placed at headstones in multiple local 
cemeteries for Memorial Day in collaboration with our local 
Tonyville VFW Post 4548.  In addition, many of our members 
have come together in support of each other with simple acts of 
kindness by making grocery runs or providing farm fresh produce 
and eggs to those in need.  All-in-all we are all here for each other, 
and that is what this organization is about.  We are brothers and 
sisters in arms, and as fellow Loadmasters we support one another.  
So, to everyone, not just The Rock Chapter, don’t suffer through 
this isolation in silence.  There are needs out there and sometimes it 
is as simple as just picking up the phone to tell war stories to break 
up the madness.  Lastly, we will continue to plan chapter events 
as far in advance as we can as new health guidelines are released, 
and restrictions are eased.  We pray for everyone to be safe out 
there and continue to support each other and our communities.  
Keep yourselves healthy and keep yourselves involved.  President: 
Jason Kunkel; Vice President: Levi Sortomme; Secretary: Election 
in progress; and Treasurer: Nate Castle.  In the meantime, be safe 
and make sure those chains are tight and your Form F is right.
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The Professional Loadmaster Association off ers condolences to the families and friends of the following Loadmasters whose death has 
been reported to our association.  Name underlined denotes a PLA Member.  *Denotes a Lifetime Member.

Steven Mark Linder, April 25, 1956 - April 16, 2020, 63, of Bonneau, SC, a former groundskeeper and a US Air Force veteran, died 
Thursday evening in a North Charleston hospital.  Funeral arrangements are incomplete.  In lieu of fl owers, the family requests memorials 
be made to the American Legion Post 126, P. O. Box 695, Moncks Corner, SC 29461.  Mr. Linder was born April 25, 1956, in Seaside, CA, 
a son of Henry Cecil Linder and Effi  e Lucille Ackerman Linder.  He was a member of the American Legion and the VFW, and he enjoyed 
fi shing, riding motorcycles, and spending time at the beach or on the water.  Mr. Linder was a former employee of Berkeley County 
Government for the Sangaree Special Tax District, and also the Yeaman's Hall Golf Course.  He was an avid Carolina Gamecocks fan as 
well.  Mr. Linder was preceded in death by a sister, Cecile Mooso, and a brother, Dean Linder.  Surviving are, his wife, Joanne Collins 
Linder; a sister, Pam Ortega and her husband, Red, of Frazier Park, CA; and a brother, Jerry Linder and his wife, Katherine, of Ripon, CA.

* Duke E. Sanders, (14th MAS) passed on May 25, 2020.  No obituary: https://www.sunsethills.cc/obituaries/Duke-Sanders/#!/Obituary

Zack Lenard Gary (41st MAS), passed on March 8, 2020: https://lowcountryfuneral.com/tribute/details/24666/Retired-MSgT-Zack-
Gary/obituary.html#tribute-start

Wilfred ‘Bud’ Trotman, passed on April 15th, 2020: http://www.indexjournal.com/obituaries/wilfred-bud-trotman/article_3e3e8d04-
e413-5b58-a7e7-10964dad4551.html?fbclid=IwAR3lZ6isKeBZqfaoAw-AIOd-vrvJ-s4U5krszUVsWOu4lA9rHUbuw2romC4

David R. Cormier (8th MAS), passed on May 1, 2020: https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/theadvertiser/obituary.aspx?pid=196143251

Jack Vance (41st TAS + 76th MAS), passed on May 22, 2020: https://www.jerniganwarren.com/obituary/Jack-Vance

Victor Velasquez (729th MAS), passed on June 5, 2020: no obituary

Martin "Marty" Bloodworth, passed on June 18, 2020: https://www.meredithfh.com/obituaries/Martin-Ray-Bloodworth?obId=1514333
0&fbclid=IwAR0bBEP864NU7bIWDlb3ff JQPpFhIABW-c_lIiqEK2cahrsv-EevIwvBnp4#/celebrationWall
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PLA Pins and Patches
PLA Coins, Pins and Patches are available 
through the National Secretary. The PLA 
Pin is $7.00 and the Patch is $10.00 each, 
including mailing.  If you or your Chapter 
are interested in having some, please 
contact us. E-mail: buildsmall2@mac.com

Liberty Chapter Loadmaster Coins
Mailed for $10 each plus priority shipping 
of $5.80.  Thirty in one box for that shipping 
cost.  If chapters want more than 30, sold 
for $9 each with shipping included.  A 
cheaper alternative is to ship up to three, 
for $4.00 shipping fi rst class mail.  Send a 
check made out to Liberty Chapter PLA, 
or USPS postal Money Order made out 
to  Kent Brown, 28 Pineview Dr., Browns 
Mills, NJ 08015-6850.

PLA Coins
The new coins have both Friendship 
Through Airlift and Yesterday - Today - 
Tomorrow around the circle on the back 
and now they are in full color!  The US 
Flag is in color and unchanged.  The box 
below the fl ag is empty so you may have 
whatever you wish engraved on it.  The 
PLA coin is $10.00  If you or your Chapter 
are interested in having some, please 
contact us. E-mail: buildsmall2@mac.com

The Rock Chapter Tee Shirts - $25.00 
per tee shirt, shipping included.  Send a 
check to: Rock Chapter PLA, P.O. Box 
1113, Jacksonville, AR, 72078 or call (501) 
533-5873 for a PayPal invoice & payment.  
Available sizes include Small-2XL

PLA Clothing - PLA clothing merchandise 
can still be purchased at: https://plaload.qb-
stores.com/all_products.html?OC=SF7606

Our own Rock Chapter annual golf tournament was not immune 
to this either and has been rescheduled tentatively for August.  
Additionally, our in-person chapter meetings have been postponed 
and information on our electronic meetings will be emailed out 
to our local members as they are scheduled.  Throughout all of 
the chaos, members of our chapter have still been able to do great 
things for each other and for our community.  To honor our deceased 
vets, hundreds of fl ags were placed at headstones in multiple local 
cemeteries for Memorial Day in collaboration with our local 
Tonyville VFW Post 4548.  In addition, many of our members 
have come together in support of each other with simple acts of 
kindness by making grocery runs or providing farm fresh produce 
and eggs to those in need.  All-in-all we are all here for each other, 
and that is what this organization is about.  We are brothers and 
sisters in arms, and as fellow Loadmasters we support one another.  
So, to everyone, not just The Rock Chapter, don’t suff er through 
this isolation in silence.  There are needs out there and sometimes it 
is as simple as just picking up the phone to tell war stories to break 
up the madness.  Lastly, we will continue to plan chapter events 
as far in advance as we can as new health guidelines are released, 
and restrictions are eased.  We pray for everyone to be safe out 
there and continue to support each other and our communities.  
Keep yourselves healthy and keep yourselves involved.  President: 
Jason Kunkel; Vice President: Levi Sortomme; Secretary: Election 
in progress; and Treasurer: Nate Castle.  In the meantime, be safe 
and make sure those chains are tight and your Form F is right.



 SENIORS + SCHOLARSHIPS = COLLEGE
     BE A POSSIBLE WINNER.
        GET HELP FOR COLLEGE
           APPLY FOR A PLA SCHOLARSHIP

 APPLICATION DUE APRIL 1, 2021
 GET APPLICATION AT: WWW.LOADMASTERS.COM 
 SEND TO:  engelkerj@gmail.com
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The Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) off ers fi ve 
scholarships annually for College and/or Vocational/Technical 
School after high school graduation.  Current college or vocational/
technical students may apply to complete their educational 
endeavor.  We have two scholarships in the amount of $1,000 each 
named in honor of John L. Levitow and Bill Cannon.  These are 
permanent scholarships.  Three additional $500.00 scholarships, 
each named for a diff erent deceased Loadmaster, will be awarded 
each year.  Candidates for the selection process must be from 
PLA members in good standing and their family members (sons, 
daughters or grandchildren), and are limited to one scholarship per 
applicant.  If exceptional circumstances should arise, the Executive 
Committee will handle them accordingly.  For more information 
on scholarships go to http://www.loadmasters.com/scholarships.  
Applications, located on the PLA website, may be applied for 
through Jim Engelker at engelkerj@gmail.com.

Timeline for Scholarships:  Submission of all scholarship 
applications is due by the close of business on April 1st Mountain 
Daylight Time of the year that scholarship announcement is 
made.  Due April 1, 2021 – selection May 2021.  All scholarship 
applications received after that date will be returned.  Announcement 
of the scholarship award to the individual participant shall be 

Scholarship Donations can be made to our PLA Headquarters:
P.O. Box 4351 Tacoma WA 98438

Write “Scholarship Fund” on checks. Remember every little bit counts
toward keeping this program ongoing.

Scholarship Manager
Jim Engelker

10925 County Road 29
Ovid, CO 80744

engelkerj@gmail.com

no later than the middle of May of the year before scholarship 
announcement.  Announcement of scholarships awarded shall be 
published each year in the July issue of “The Loader” newsletter.

Additional Scholarship Name Selection:  Selection of names to be 
honored for upcoming additional scholarships shall be provided by 
December of the year before scholarship announcement.

When completing your PLA application you will need to know 
the PLA membership # and date.  Please contact John Moore at  
buildsmall2@mac.com to obtain this information.” 

Institution of Higher Education: University of Alabama at 
Birmingham (UAB), Tennessee Technological University, 
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga, University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville.  Proposed Field of Study: Chemistry.  Why did you 
choose this fi eld?  I chose chemistry due to the fact that I love 

Institution of higher education: Northwestern State University – 
Natchitoches, LA.  Proposed Field of Study: Nursing.  Why did 
you choose this fi eld?  I am honored to pursue Nursing as my area 
of study and hope to enjoy a long career caring for others.  This is 
the perfect path for me, as I have always been fascinated with the 
human body, passionate about serving and have a strong desire to 
help people feel better.  Nursing is a noble and increasingly growing 
career fi eld, off ering the availability to serve in several challenging 
positions.  My name is Abby Dauer; I was born on November 20, 
2000. My parents are Angie and Tommy Mazzone, and we live in 

Institution of Higher Education: Tennessee Technological 
University.  Proposed Field of Study: Manufacturing Engineering 
Technology.  Why did you choose this fi led of study?  I chose this 
fi eld because I am interested in the hands on features of it.  Hello, 
my name is Ian Luke Brown.  I was born November 3, 1999 in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee to my parents Randy and Christal Brown.  
I have lived in the Chattanooga area all my life with my parents and 
younger sisters.  I attended Boyd Buchanan School and graduated 
with a high school diploma in May 2018.  I was a member of the 
middle school and high school Cross Country teams there, was 
a charter member of the school’s FFA organization, and was 
yearbook editor my senior year.  I am currently attending Tennessee 
Technological University (Tennessee Tech) in Cookeville, TN.  
My major is Manufacturing Engineering Technology.  During my 
freshman year at Tennessee Tech, I was a member of the ROTC 

Louisiana near Barksdale AFB.  In 2019, I graduated with honors 
from Airline High School and I am completing my freshman year 
of a Bachelor program at Northwestern State University.  This fi rst 
year of college has aff orded me opportunities to learn, grow and 
achieve.  I have met new people, developed life skills, and found 
individual and team success.  I am most proud of my induction 
into the National Honor Society (Alpha Lambda Delta).  Also, 
being included on the Dean’s List, and striving for excellence on 
the school’s Rowing Team have made lasting impressions.  I truly 
enjoy spending time with my family and reading for pleasure.  
After earning my degree, my goal is to enter the workforce and 
begin a master’s program while acquiring "hands-on" experience.  
I would love the chance to be a traveling nurse, to see more of 
our nation while using my skills.  Looking further into the future, 
I see myself involved with organizations providing medical 
assistance world-wide, during emergency crisis.  No matter 
my path, I hope to be an encouraging role model and mentor 
for young girls.  What is your connection with the Professional 
Loadmaster Association? Thomas B. Mazzone - Stepfather

John Levitow Scholarship ($1,000.00)
Mallory Lauren Brown

Bill Cannon Scholarship ($1,000.00)
Abigail Rose Dauer

Irving Mahler Scholarship ($500.00)
Alyssa Marie Beebe

USAA has graciously agreeded to sponsor this year's Professional 
Loadmaster Association (PLA) Bill Cannon Scholarship.  The 
PLA and the scholarship award winners would like to thank 
USAA for there generous contribution to the scholarship program.  
Our special thanks goes out to Dick Smith and Gerardo Tapia 
of USAA for their help in making this sponorship possible.  
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Institution of Higher Education: ChathamUniversity – Pittsburgh, 
PA; The Ohio State University – Columbus, OH.  Proposed Field 
of Study: History and Pre-Law.  Why did you choose this field?  
Because of my love of history and I like to help children who 
cannot speak for themselves.  My name is Elizabeth Kathryn 
Ratliff.  I was born in Lakewood, Washington on February 25, 
2000, to Don and Sandy.  My brother, Trenton, is serving in the 
USAF.  Currently, I’m completing my Sophomore year at Chatham 
University in Pittsburgh, PA.  My world has been shaped by my 
love of history.  I feel that we can learn from the past, so we won’t 
make the same mistakes, again and again.  I’ve learned that we 
must stand up for what we believe in and that’s why I plan on 
being a Lawyer.  Also, I would love to teach U.S. History.  In fifth 
grade I tried out for a competition dance team.  I made the team, 
then I had to learn “how to” dance.  Two years later, I wanted to 
compete in a “solo dance.”  I spoke with my parents, we agreed that 
if I wanted to compete in a “solo,” that I would need to help pay 
for “my solo.”  When I was twelve years old, I began delivering 
newspapers 365 days a year.  At fourteen, I began working at 
Cedar Point Amusement Park, which led to five seasons of thirty-
two to fifty-five hours per week.  I have been brought up with 
the belief that if I want something, I need to contribute and work 
for it.  This summer I will be completing my first law internship.  
Unfortunately, our local law internships are unpaid.  In addition 
to my internship, I plan to work a job, as much as possible.  I 
have two years of undergraduate and two years of graduate school 
remaining.  Lastly, when my dad joined the Air Force in 1978, 
The GI Bill was not in effect, so he cannot transfer it to me.  I 
am happy to continue working to pay for my education. At the 
time, I would be thankful for help!  What is your connection with 
the Professional Loadmaster Association? Dan C. Ratliff, Father 

Proposed field of study: Film and Journalism.  Why did you choose 
this field?  Both fields involve storytelling, fictional or nonfictional, 
in powerful mediums.  I grew up loving history, culture, and all 
forms of art, film and theatre especially.  I love being behind the 
camera and watching a film come to life for those watching it. 
Every person attaches their own experiences to the actors and story 
on screen.  In journalism, reporting on everything from the newest 
Broadway performance or blockbuster movie to an investigative 
report or miraculous scientific discovery would bring stories and 
cultures to households around the world.  My name is Alyssa 
Beebe, and I was born in Denver, Colorado to Alan and Kim 
Beebe on August 18th, 2002.  In May 2020, I will graduate from 
Elizabeth High School in Elizabeth, Colorado at the top of my 
class.  The last four years, I have been a member of National Honor 
Society, International Thespian Society, and Future Business 
Leaders of America where I served as historian, publicity officer, 
and placed 1st and 4th for video competitions, respectively.  Most 
of the last four years, however, I have spent in both my school’s 
film classroom and theater.  Since my freshman year, I worked as 
Stage Manager in five performances, onstage in four, and lettered 
in theatre, as performing is a large part of my life.  Film, my other 
passion, has brought me to be the President of my school’s film 
program and many awards at our annual film festivals.  Within 
the classroom, I lettered in academics for the last three years and 
have come to love writing and history.  Outside the classroom, I 
love travel, photography, and the outdoors.  Beyond 2020, I will 
study writing and film, someday working in the entertainment 
industry as a critic or filmmaker myself.  What is your connection 
with the Professional Loadmaster Association? Alan Beebe, Father

Institution of Higher Education: Tennessee Technological 
University.  Proposed Field of Study: Manufacturing Engineering 
Technology.  Why did you choose this filed of study?  I chose this 
field because I am interested in the hands on features of it.  Hello, 
my name is Ian Luke Brown.  I was born November 3, 1999 in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee to my parents Randy and Christal Brown.  
I have lived in the Chattanooga area all my life with my parents and 
younger sisters.  I attended Boyd Buchanan School and graduated 
with a high school diploma in May 2018.  I was a member of the 
middle school and high school Cross Country teams there, was 
a charter member of the school’s FFA organization, and was 
yearbook editor my senior year.  I am currently attending Tennessee 
Technological University (Tennessee Tech) in Cookeville, TN.  
My major is Manufacturing Engineering Technology.  During my 
freshman year at Tennessee Tech, I was a member of the ROTC 

Rodney D. Hunnewell Scholarship ($500.00)
Elizabeth Kathryn Ratliff

Irving Mahler Scholarship ($500.00)
Alyssa Marie Beebe

Jerry J Weeks Scholarship ($500.00)
Ian Luke Brown

learning about how chemistry is used in calculating and discovering 
processes in the human body and in the world around us.  I have 
also been interested in how forensic science can be applied to help 
the criminal justice system from a young age.  This field of study 
would allow me to broaden my knowledge on the subject and 
allow me to pursue my career plans.  What is your connection with 
the Professional Loadmaster Association? Anne Brown, Aunt.

(Golden Eagle Battalion) and Cannon Crew.  I am currently part 
of the SOC Church group in Cookeville.  Some of my hobbies 
include running, playing basketball, and doing outdoor activities.  
I am still an active member of Red Bank Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in the Chattanooga area.  My past work experience includes 
running a small lawn mowing business during the spring/summer 
when I was in high school.  I maintained lawns for 4 neighbors and 
a private, family cemetery weekly throughout the mowing season 
including things such as mowing, trimming, raking, and bagging.  
Since then, I have spent a summer working for a professional 
landscaping company (Phillips Creasey, Chattanooga, TN) and 
have worked part-time for Sam’s Warehouse Club in Cookeville, 
TN.  So far, I am very interested in the design part of engineering, 
especially CAD/Inventor.  I want to take this skill as far as I can 
and see if it leads to a different type of engineering degree or career.  
Right now, I would say this is my goal or future job aspiration.  I 
am also very interested in studying abroad.  The PLA Scholarship 
would help me continue my engineering studies at TTU and would 
help pay for either next year’s expenses for school or possibly for 
study abroad.  It would also help me to pay for next year’s expenses 
living in an apartment off campus.  What is your connection with 
the Professional Loadmaster Association: Kent Brown, Uncle
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Professional Loadmaster Association Registration Card/Personal Data Change 

FIRST NAME_______________ MIDDLE INITIAL_______ LAST NAME__________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________________
CITY________________________STATE____________ZIP____________COUNTRY_________________
PHONE:   WORK____________________HOME_________________E-Mail_________________________
COMPANY/BASE/UNIT__________________________JOB TITLE________________________________
AIRCRAFT FLOWN_________________________SPONSORED BY (optional)______________________
ACTIVE___RETIRED___RESERVE___ANG___CIVILIAN___OTHER (please specify)_______________
HOW DID YOU HEAR OF THE PLA?________________________________________________________
WHO REFERRED YOU?___________________________________________________________________
PREFERRED METHOD OF COMMUNICATION: U.S. POSTAL__________ELECTRONIC____________
I CERTIFY THAT I AM/OR HAVE BEEN A QUALIFIED LOADMASTER__________________________
ADD ANY COMMENTS ABOUT YOURSELF: ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

LENGTH OF MEMBERSHIP: 1 YEAR     ______$25.00; 3 YEARS  ______$50.00;
     10 YEARS ______$150.00; LIFETIME______$250.00

Please enclose your check or money order and send to:

PROFESSIONAL LOADMASTER ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 4351
Tacoma WA 98438-0351

You may also join at www.loadmasters.com/subscribe.   By becoming a member, you agree to the terms and 
conditions located at www.loadmasters.com/blank.  We can be reached at the following telephone numbers: 
1-(800) 239-4524 or (319) 936-2154 or E-Mail address:  buildsmall2@mac.com.  You should receive your 
welcome package in 2-3 weeks.  Thank you for your membership and welcome to your organization.

“The Loader” is published for members of the Professional Loadmaster 
Association, a nonprofi t  tax-exempt organization sanctioned by 
Washington Secretary of State and the Internal Revenue Service.  “The 
Loader” is published three (3) times a year.   In the event of voluntary 
dissolution of said association, after all debts and obligations have 
been met, the remaining assets will be distributed to a nonprofi t fund or 
organization which is operated exclusively for charitable, educational, 
religious and or scientifi c purposes and which has been established tax 
exempt status under section 501C (10) of the Internal Revenue Code.


